Rationale of combining radiation and interferon for the treatment of cervical cancer.
The recent surge of interest in the mechanisms of action of biomodulators, also known as biological response modifiers, offers a new avenue of approach in the treatment of cancer. The in vitro antitumor activities of these agents, such as interferons, when combined with chemo- or radiotherapy, have generated enthusiasm among clinicians for developing clinical trials. In recent years many antineoplastic agents have been investigated as neoadjuvant or adjuvant therapy for patients with cervical cancer in an attempt to improve local control and to decrease incidence of metastasis. Normal tissue tolerance limits the potential combinations of standard cytotoxic chemotherapeutic agents with radiation. Interferon used as a radiomodulator has been studied mainly for the treatment of lung cancer with promising results. In this paper we report the rationale of combining interferon and radiation for the treatment of patients with cervical cancer.